
The Luxford Elementary teacher specialists hope that 

you find the fall edition of our newsletter informative, 

as well as interesting.  Sit back, relax, and enjoy 

reading. 
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News f rom the  Read ing Spec ia l i s t s  
We are excited 

about the new 

school year.  This 

year Mrs. Jocelyn  

& Mrs. Prossner 

are “pushing in” so that they are 

able to facilitate guided reading 

groups, as well as co-teach the 

writing  curriculum.  The reading 

Fall Edition October 16, 2009 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Free Local Events 

N e w s  f r o m  t h e  S p e c i a l i s t s  

L u x f o r d  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  

Computer Resource News 
 
The Computer Resource Specialist (CRS) 
supports the integration of technology 
into classrooms and lessons.  The CRS also 
instructs students, promoting 
development of the skills to use 
technology at school, and in the 
future.  We have many resources 
including a computer lab, four carts each 
housing 24 wireless laptops, over ten 
multimedia projectors, digital cameras, 
and over 100 software tiles supporting 
student learning. 
I am also the School Webmaster and invite 

you to contact me with any suggestions or 

comments: richard.kinsey@vbschools.com. 

If there is information you are looking for, 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΤ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ 

add additional links for needed 

information. 

Please visit our Website often: 

    www.luxfordes.vbschool.com 

specialists are collaborating with 

classroom teachers and the Title I 

reading resource teachers in 

order to provide a quality piece in 

the Luxford “learning quilt.” In 

future newsletters, look for ideas 

to help improve your child’s 

reading, writing, and test-taking 

strategies.   

Remember. . . Good Readers: 

1. Enjoy reading. 

2. Talk about books. 

3. Have favorite books. 

4. Have favorite authors. 

5. Read, read, read! 

 
Note: Virginia Beach Libraries have 
computers available for parents and 
students to access the internet and for 
other computer activities.  

mailto:richard.kinsey@vbschools.com
http://www.luxfordes.vbschool.com


 

 

Welcome to another great year of music at 

Luxford!  As the year begins, we will focus on 

the concepts of beat and rhythm in music.  We 

will learn, listen and participate in activities that 

focus on identifying the beat in a song, rap, or 

poem, and learn how to play and read rhythms 

to a steady beat.  The study of beat and rhythm 

helps your child listen, play, and dance to music 

with a better understanding. It also ties into 
the math curriculum, especially in the study of 

fractions.  

4th and 5th Grade Chorus 

Chorus began on Friday, October 

2nd and will continue every Friday until our 

performance dates in December. Our 

rehearsals are in school during their respective 

PE times.  A few after-school rehearsals may 

be needed before the performance dates. I will 

keep parents informed by letter and collect 

permission slips for any events.   

M u s i c   

b y  M r . G e l u s o  

Snapdragon Bookstore is 

open  for business! 

Students may come to 

 shop daily from 7:45 to 8:00 

a.m. 

~ 

From the Art Room by Ms. Moss 

 

Greetings from the art room!  Let me take a moment to introduce myself: my name is Ms. Moss; I am your stu-

dent’s art teacher in room #7.  I have to say that I truly love my job; in the Luxford art room there are so many 

enthusiastic, well-mannered, and creative students.   

Reminder: Ceramic Pumpkin Workshop Fundraiser  

I am proud to say this is the fourth annual family ceramic pumpkin workshop this year.  The workshop is a fund-

raiser for the student café art gallery. Through this fundraiser the school is able to add framed student artwork 

to the cafe.  There will be two sessions to complete this workshop.  In session one, family members come to-

gether to create pumpkins out of their choice of red or white clay.  After the pumpkins are fired in the kiln, the 

families will come back to glaze their pumpkins in a choice of autumn colors (session two).   These clay pump-

kins will make a wonderful seasonal decoration, gift, or lasting heirloom.   If you missed the deadline for this 

workshop this year, I look forward to your participation next fall.   

Session One:  Monday, October 19, 2009 

(45 minutes to one hour) You may stay any time between 3:30-5 pm, but please arrive no later than 4:15 to 

complete step one. 

Session Two: Monday, October 26, 2009 

(30 minutes) You may stay anytime between 3:30-5 pm but please arrive no later than 4:30 to complete step 

two.   
     

Mrs. Filz and Mrs. Bazar would like to 

welcome you to the media center.  

We are here to support your children 

in their selection of reading materials.  

Kindergarten students check out 

books after their weekly library lesson. 

Older students are able to check out 

books on a flexible schedule arranged 

by their classroom teacher.  Kinder-

garten and first grade students enjoy 

social studies or language arts based 

lessons with Mrs. Filz every week. 

Second through fifth grade classes are 

scheduled every other week.  Flexible 

time is also available for additional 

collaborative lessons in the classrooms 

or media center. We invite you to visit 

Luxford’s web page at http://

www.luxfordes.vbschools.com/   Lo-

cated on the left hand side of the 
homepage is a link to the teacher web 

pages. Select Mrs. Filz to view our 

media center’s site which includes a 

listing of available parent resources 

and our complete Accelerated Reader 

book list arranged by reading level or                     

title. 

Library Media Specialist 

by Mrs. Filz 



        Mrs. Hale and her three returning assistants Mrs. Harwood, Ms. 
Nelson, and Mrs. Morea would like to welcome you and your 
family  back to school. Students in grades 1-5 have Physical Education 
everyday for 40 minutes.  Kindergarten has Physical Education on 
Tuesdays and Fridays for 20 minutes. Tuesdays will be our school-wide 
Running Day. Please check the schedule below and make it a point to 
join us.   

    Kindergarten AM-8:25-8:45 

2nd Grade-9:40-10:20 

1st Grade- 10:25-11:05 

Kindergarten PM-11:45-12:05 

3rd Grade-12:10-12:50 

4th Grade-12:55-1:35 

5TH Grade-1:40-2:20 

P hy s i ca l  Ed uc a t i o n   

               By  M r s .  Ha l e  

 

From the Guidance Office by Mrs. Thirus 

 

  Welcome to the “Land of the Dragons.”  We’re first in everything we do.  We’re fast in our approach 

to innovative teaching.  We’re famous.  We have received numerous recognitions for many programs at Luxford.  

We’re friendly.  There is a smiling face around every corner.  We’re fit.  Our on-the-clock running/walking on 

Tuesdays keeps us that way.  We’re focused on reading and writing.  Academic success tops everything. 

 My name is Mrs. Thirus.  I am the guidance counselor at Luxford Elementary.  The paragraph above fea-

tures excerpts from our school chant.  Students say the school chant at different functions throughout the year, 

and it sums up what Luxford is about. 

TCA is the RIGHT WAY! 

 At Luxford Elementary School, we teach students to problem solve using 

TCA.  TCA is an acronym for Think, Choose, Act.  When faced with a problem, stu-

dents are encouraged to think about the choices they can make to address the prob-

lem.  Choose the choice with the best outcome.  Finally, they are encouraged to act.  

Do it and see what happens.  While this is a basic skill, it is important in solving prob-

lems and having success in life.  Remember:  Success happens when you THINK! 

  



 

Your second free book will be 
mailed home soon. 

~ 

Please remember to return 
your book choice order form 
promptly each month. We 

supply the stamps! Enjoy this 
great opportunity to read with  

your child! 

~ 

Book Buddies 

 

 

 

Look for great opportunities through-

out the year!  Volunteer during one of 

our afterschool clubs!  Attend our  

assemblies!  BE A BUDDY. . . .  

 

Graphing Buddies 

Come run/walk  with your 
child on Tuesdays during P. E.! 

~ 

Have fun graphing your 
progress together! 

~ 

(Details about computer 
access will be coming soon). 

Game Buddies 

Pair up with your child in some 
friendly Everyday Math game 

competitions. 

~ 

Join us  at our Math Kit Night on 
October 29th  

from 6:30τ7:30. 

~ 

Grab this opportunity to sign up 

for a FREE MATH KIT! 

~ 


